THE    GREAT    TUDORS
what nation, of what tongue, of what profession soever
any man be: for to all belongeth it to be called unto
eternal life. . . . No man woman or child is excluded
from this salvation. . . . Antichrist therefore he must
be that under whatsoever colour would give contrary
precept or counsel to that which Christ did give unto
us. Search, therefore, good reader (on God's name)
as Christ biddeth thee, the holy Scripture.95
This care for the ordinary man to whom Latin was not, as
it was to himself, a second language, had been foreshadowed
by the English metrical version of the Psalms with which he
" eased his heart3> in Mary's reign. The verse is rarely
more than pedestrian;
" Lift up your gates, you heades and states
Ye lasting dores aryse:
In at this house Kyng glorious
Wyll enter princely wyse"
and again:
" Lo come and see how God (in wratK)
great mervqyles aye hath wrought:
What landes to nought he scatred hath
how low their Idols brought ";
but the language of the collects, following each Psalm, is
magnificent, for example, after Psalm 102 :
" O Lord, most mercifoll protectour of all them that
be in trouble, who in thyself art God everlasting, shew
thy mercy upon us so frayle and transitory as we be,
that we may rejoice in thy saving health, through
Christ. Amen/'
His work on the Prayer Book was mainly administrative;
the revision of the Articles of Religion, ultimately the
familiar Thirty-Nine, the restoration of the foil Calendar of
Saints, where in 1559 only the "red letter" Holy days had
appeared, and the addition of the Table of Kindred and
Affinity, intended to free the English Church from the
Roman abuse of traffic in marriage dispensations. More